EMBELLISHING WITH BEADS

Artful Bead Embroidery
By Marcia Acker-Missall

We are seeing a great deal of attention and
focus on many exciting tecl’miques being used
toc{ag in surface embe”is!’xing. [Here are some
easy and very effective ways to bring visual
excitement and textural interest to the
costuming of your cloth clous, quilts, Persona]

wardrobe and other Prcjects through use of
beads and bead embroiderg.

We will use the Japancsc or (zech made
MShaPe seed bcads, size 11 or even the
smaller size 13 to 15 size. (Jse a size 11
Qpilting Between or size 1% Sharp type
needle. The size of needle to use will co-
ordinate with the size of bead and bead hole.
See my FIINTS section. You can use,
smooth bca&s, two cut and 3 cut faceted
beads. ] love using the small Czech Charlott@
beads in combination with round size 11°s and
use them often in combination. OPtions are

mang.

Project: Beading around the edge of a sleeve,
J’ackct, vest, skirt, or hat is done most

clclccctivclg using the T hree Pead Picot stitch.

[Here’s How to Begim Thread your needle
with about 1 1,72 3arcls single length of a color

co~coordinating Ngmo thread size B or
Silamide size A and make a quiltcr’s knot at
one end. On the inside eclge of sleeve or
similar e&ge elsewhere secure thread neatlg }39
“Popping the knot”, a quilter’s tcc}ﬁnique,
between the fabric Iining and outer fabric of
the sleeve. |f no !ining..‘ secure thread neatlg

with a ting securing knot to wrong side of
fabric.

Set Up for the 3-Pead Picot Stitch - thread
on? beads. You will use three beads to set up

this Pattemjust this one time. Suggestion:
thread on 1 gold, i silver, I gold bead. Tl’we
Silver bead will sit up above the 2 gold beads
on either side of it creating a gorgeous visual
pattemn looking like antique gold lace a]ong the

contour of the very edge of the sleeve.

The 3-PBead Ficot Stitch Fattem -T o start
the T hree Pead Ficot stitches which will cdgc
your fabric follow the “«Set UP” above. Now

follow this bcacling Pattem .

i~ Bring needle t}ﬁrough fabric  from
inside sleeve exiting out at side seam
on the very bottom edg@ of the sleeve.

2~ T}ﬁrcac{ on 3 seed beads, size and
color oﬂdour choosing‘

3~ Lct beads fall to the bottom of thread
and rest on sleeve cc{ge. Move needle
over one bead width of a size 11 seed
bead and pass needle from the very
back inside eclge of sleeve, a whisper
in from the cdgc and througl’w to the
front cdgc. Fu” thread taught which
will make the 3 seed beads sit on
sleeve c&ge with the middle bead
sitting  on top of the bottom two
beads.

4~ Now, pass the needle up through the
last bead from its bottom hole through
bead to top (do not go into fabric with
neec”e) and tug your thread to set the
3 beads {:irmlg into Position. This is
the final stitch in making the full 3
bead Picot.

5~ From now on you will on13 thread on 2
beads cach time you create a bead

Picot. You will simplg thread on 2 size
i1 beads (or one Charlotte and i



size 11 beac{) and make another small
stitch that is one bead width away,
bringing needle through from back to
front edge. Now bring needle up
through the last bead and tug thread
to set beads into Position. Continue
this Ficot stitch pattern until you have
beaded the entire edge of the sleeve.
Toend, pass needle inside sleeve and
ncatlg secure thread and knot. Cut
thread end or knot and pop the knot (
burl.j the knot) between the Iining and
outer fabric.
wxx|f you find that you need more thread while
Ficot cdge beadingmjust weave old thread
back through several beads you a]reaclg
beaded Fo”owing the thread Path used to
create the Ficot stitch. Add the new thread }35
weaving it on in the same way going forward.
When you have completcd cdgc beading end
your thread }35 weaving it through several
beads You may now choose to drol:) a ting dab
of bead glue on the thread ends and let them
drﬂ-j thoroug}'llg. ] do not recommend using clear
nail Polfsh due to its chemical Propcr’cics which
may c{cstrol.j thread and fabric fibers over time.

E_mbc”is}'ling with the 5-Bead Picot Stitch
i~ thread needle with about |3 3&5 of

sing]c Ngmo or Silamide thread.
Make Qyiltcr’s knot at one end.

2- Secure thread on inside of fabric and
pass needle through fabric exiting at
the side secam next to the cc{ge where

you had beaded the 3-bead Ficot

cdge FOW.

Fass needle tl’:rough the first two
beads of the Picot edge you had
created in the Preceding directions for
3-bead Ficot.

Threac{ on 5 size 11 sced beads. Fass
needle through the high bead of the
a]reac{g existing §~j:>ead Picot group at
cc{gc of the sleeve. Tug thread to get
the 5 beads into Position. Rel:)eat this
5-bead Ficot stitch along the edge of
the sleeve to the end. You are
creating  a beaded ruffle.  \When
Finishec{, weave thread back into

beads to secure it .
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HINTSFORBEADERS

Japancsc size 11 seed beads or Delica

Bcac{s~ F!casc obtain on]g these when
spccipic& on a supplg list. T}ﬁcg are high
qualitg glass beads made in JaPan. The bead
size is consistent throughout and is Perpectlg
suited to the Fegote Bead stitch. The (zech
made seed beads are more irregular in size,
s}wapc and bead hole and will not work as well

when weaving the chotc pattern stitch.

C}ﬁar!otte beads- Arc marvelous ting glass
beads and have one flat side cut onto each
bead... also called a facet. Thcg are (Czech
made and come in a vast array of colors. T hese
are often used for cmbc”ishing. Theg add
beautiful visual texture and glittcr.

Decorative S!’]aPC beads add a unique and
Pcrsonal touch. Theg are often called presses
glass beads. Sclcct a varietg of colors and
shapcs to enhance the seed beads and
C!’larlottes or other beads that you have

Cl’]OSCﬂ.

Threads- Select colors that will blend with the

colors of your beads. Darl(er rather than
!igl’xter thread color is best. Ask your bead
S!’IOP for assistance in recommending best

colors forthe beads you have se]ected.

Resources and bibliographq

There are many outstancling }Jeading books on
the market with new ones bcing Pub!ishecl
constantlg. These are J’ust a few very
worthwhile  books to stuc{g and consider
owning,

(Creative Pead Wcaving }33 Carol Wilcox
Wells

(Creative Pead chclry bg Carol Taylor

Bcac{ing with Fegote Stitch bg Jeannette
ook Vicki

Bead E_mbroic{crg }33 \/alerie CamP}JCH—-
Harcling

Art & Elegancc of Pead Weaving,Carol
Wilcox Wells

Art of Seed Beac{ing bg I lizabeth C]ourleg,



Having Trouble Threading Your Needle?
The {:onowing is rePrinted with the Permfssion

of umvcrsal Sgnergetics PBeadcats

This is an excerpt from www.beadcats.com - a

wonderful source for beads and information.

You should alwags do this Makc sure the end
of your thread is cut clcanlﬂ. T}’]en, flatten the
end care]cung }33 mashing it between your front
teeth. No matter what tec}ﬁnique you use for
t}ﬁreac{ing, this is a goo& first step. Carols
secret “FooLProop‘ tcchniquc Squeczc the cut
and flattened end of the thread between the
thumb and index {:ingcr of your left hand. You
should barelﬂ be able to see the end of the
thread down between your gingers. With your
rigl’xt hand, slide the eye of the needle down
onto the end of the thread. The needle should
lie in the little va”eg between your gingers with
the eye Positionc& over the thread end. T hen,
slowlg roll your left thumb and index ginger
aPart‘ As you roll your Fingers aPart, the
thread will be forced quarcl and througl’w the
eye. Just be sure you hold the eye right atoP
the exPoscc{ tiP of the threacl, and be sure that
the flattened end of the thread is a]ignecl in the
same P|arxc as the clongatcc{ hole in the eye.
Fu” the Protruc{ing tiP of thread the rest of the
way througl’x the eye and VO//a/You’re done.

Carol threads needles for Pcoplc in class using
this tec!’mique, and she says she doesn't even
have to look to get it rig!’xt every time. |t m{g/n‘
be necessary for you to watch (at least the first
time) while you do this, but it's pretty easy to
get the hang OE and it sure seems to work. Our
students swear bg it (at least the ones that

used to swear at their thread?)

A tl’!ougl’!t for the future - | do !’xoPe that you

will cxPcrimcnt with these two bead embroiclexy
stitches and show off your creations at the

next gencral meeting for all to see and admire.



